
GROUP C: 18-39 
years without 

underlying health 
condition

(health and social 
care workers, 

unpaid carers and 
household contacts 

of 
immunosuppressed 

individuals) 2,3

GROUP A: Aged 
40 years or over 1,2

History of: 
- heparin-induced 

thrombocytopenia and 
thrombosis (HITT or HIT 
type 2)

- capillary leak syndrome

Do not give AstraZeneca.
Recommend Pfizer or 

Moderna.5-9

Patient eligible 
for first dose, 
according to 

JCVI*

GROUP B: 18-39 
years with 

underlying health 
conditions (i.e. 

clinically extremely 
vulnerable and 

those with 
underlying clinical 
risks [as defined in 

Table 3]) 1,2

Preferable to offer 
Pfizer or Moderna 

vaccines. 

If suitable alternative 
is not available, these 
individuals should still 

be offered the 
AstraZeneca vaccine, 

and may choose to 
receive the vaccine, 

provided they
have been informed 
and understand the 

relative risks and 
benefits 3

* BE AWARE:  This is a tool to support clinicians choosing the correct vaccine, 
once the decision to vaccinate has been made. It does not consider vaccine 
eligibility (JCVI criteria, age group) or contraindications to all vaccinations 
(e.g. acutely unwell).
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Choosing the correct vaccine after a decision to offer a COVID-19 vaccine has been made
 

To support Ops, or HCPs making decisions about where to direct a patient, or vaccination centres who offer >1 vaccine each day 

GROUP D: 16-17 
years 3,4 Pfizer 13

Pregnant?
Offer Pfizer or Moderna. 

AstraZeneca not 
preferred.1,10

Planning pregnancy or 
immediate postpartum? 

Past history of clots or 
thrombophilic conditions, or 
taking the contraceptive pill?

Second dose 
(inc. younger 

people3 & 
pregnant 
women10)

If first dose was for AstraZeneca

Reassure patients who are hesitant; there is no signal of an 
increased risk of thrombosis and thrombocytopenia after the 
second dose. The rate of other reactions is lower after the 

first dose of the vaccine. Using an alternative product for the 
second dose is more likely to lead to common side effect.6

Do not give AstraZeneca.
Recommend Pfizer or 

Moderna.5-9

Major venous and/or arterial 
thrombosis occurring with 

thrombocytopenia following 
AstraZeneca vaccine?

Do not give 
AstraZeneca.11

 Further vaccination to be 
deferred until clotting has

completely stabilised; then 
consider Pfizer or 

Moderna.6

Allergy to first dose? Follow NCL guidance 

Offer any vaccine, unless 
in Groups C or D or 

pregnant, in which case 
Pfizer or Moderna 

preferred.6,10

Breastfeeding?

History of allergy? Follow NCL guidance 

All other patients Offer same vaccine as for 
first dose

All other patients

GROUP E: 12-15 
years 3,4

Follow NCL 
Information for 

vaccine consenters 

Offer any vaccine, unless 
in Groups C or D or 

pregnant, in which case 
Pfizer or Moderna 

preferred.4

Offer any vaccine, unless 
in Groups C or D or 

pregnant, in which case 
Pfizer or Moderna 

preferred.

Clinical assessment

History of: 
- heparin-induced 

thrombocytopenia and 
thrombosis (HITT or HIT 
type 2)

- capillary leak syndrome

Myocarditis or pericarditis 
following Pfizer or Moderna 

vaccine?

Defer further COVID-19 
vaccine until more is 

known about this reaction 
12
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